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By Capt. BILL CARSON
Michigan Wing

He’s tall, standing nearly 
eight feet and a bit rotund, 
too, with a waist of more 

than 70 inches. He’s also the oldest 
cadet in CAP. He’s Cadet Ken.

If you haven’t met Cadet Ken, 

he’s lots of fun and enjoys being 
around squadrons and going to 
special occasions like airport open 
houses and school events. Cadet 
Ken is a unique tool for squadrons 
to use for recruiting, community 
appearances or just about anything 
where you want to draw attention 
to CAP. Ken is an in�atable mascot 

who walks around greeting people 
and waving them over to say hello. 
He instantly brings smiles.

Ken recently appeared at the 
Oakland County International 
Airport in Michigan, at an air show 
where CAP maintained an infor-
mation booth alongside food and 
souvenir vendors. People who saw 
Ken were immediately drawn to the 
booth, where our Airmen told them 
about CAP and the many services it 
provides. Lots of the people wanted 
their pictures taken with Ken, too, 
and he was only too happy to oblige. 
Many were still too young to join 
CAP but once the seed of member-
ship is planted we look forward to 
their return when they get older. �V

Get Cadet Ken to stop by for a 
special event, such as a recruiting 
open house or school presentation, 
or just to promote CAP activities. 
Contact Great Lakes Region Pub-
lic A�airs Director Maj. Robert 
Bowden at rbowden@cap.gov. 

Not full 
of hot air
‘Cadet Ken’ wants to meet you
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